Introduced by Council Members Yarborough and Bishop:

RESOLUTION 2007-984
A RESOLUTION ADDRESSED TO THE JACKSONVILLE AVIATION AUTHORITY EXPRESSING OPPOSITION TO THE EXTENSION OF ANY RUNWAY AT CRAIG AIR FIELD; DIRECTING THE CHIEF OF LEGISLATIVE SERVICES TO FORWARD THE RESOLUTION TO THE JACKSONVILLE AVIATION AUTHORITY AND TO THE DIRECTOR OF THE PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, for twenty-seven years, residents in the vicinity of Craig Air Field and elected officials have opposed any extension of the runways at Craig Air Field; and


WHEREAS, the Jacksonville Aviation Authority, formerly the Jacksonville Port Authority, chose not to follow its own 1973 Staff Report and Recommendation of the Technical Coordinating Committee Regarding the Roles of the Airports in the Jacksonville Aviation Authority System, which report noted that Craig Airport is severely limited because of steadily increasing non-compatible land use on its perimeters and that runway extensions at Craig are improbable due to environmental impact, and that Craig Air Field “should continue in its present role, and the community ultimately depend upon a fourth site for executive jet and full IFR capabilities”; and


WHEREAS, the number of residents in the vicinity of Craig Air Field has significantly increased in recent years and residents continue to oppose any extension of any runway at Craig Air Field; and


WHEREAS, the current version of the Comprehensive Plan prohibits an extension to Craig Air Field; specifically policy 8.1.4, which states that the “City shall continue to support the maintenance of Craig Airport in its current role as a General Utility Reliever airport; provided, however that no further expansion of its runways shall be permitted;”; and 

WHEREAS, the Jacksonville Planning and Development Department has stated they do not support an extension of any runway when the proposed extension is in direct opposition to the Comprehensive Plan at this time; and


WHEREAS, the Jacksonville Aviation Authority has requested a change to the Comprehensive Plan to strike the runway length limitation in the Comprehensive Plan; and

WHEREAS, the extension of any runway at Craig Field will inevitably increase air traffic in the predominantly residential area; and


WHEREAS, a sufficient number or runways exist in the Jacksonville area to service air traffic without the extension of any runway at Craig Air Field; and 


WHEREAS,
Jacksonville Aviation Authority airports should be compatible with their respective environs; now, therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

That the Council hereby expresses its continued opposition
 to any extension of any runway at Craig Air Field and requests that the Jacksonville Aviation Authority cease any plans and efforts to thwart the will of the neighbors and the Council.

Section 2.

The Council further directs the Chief of Legislative Services to forward this resolution to the Jacksonville Aviation Authority and to the Director of the Planning and Development Department.

Section 3.

Effective Date.  This resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor’s signature.

Form Approved:

____/s/ Margaret M. Sidman__________ 
Office of General Counsel
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